Academic Acheivements
Leah Braswell and Amanda Lester Lane in May 2011
became the first VHCC Great Expectations students to
earn degrees. Their success is notable because national
statistics indicate only 3 percent of foster care youth
will ever earn more than a high school diploma.
Leah (on left) earned an Associate of Applied Science
degree in Nursing, while Amanda earned an Associate
of Applied Science Degree in Police Science. Both were
actively involved in the Great Expections program while
enrolled.

The Great Expectations Program was launched at VHCC in Fall
2008 and, since then, has continued to expand to other community
colleges across the commonwealth. The goal of the program is to
make a community college education available and easily accessible
for all foster youth in Virginia.
Great Expectations helps the region’s foster youth complete high
school, gain access to a community college education and transition
successfully from the foster care system to living independently.
The program helps ensure that young people have the personal
connections and community support they need to live productive and
fulfilling lives. Key components include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Individualized tutoring
Help applying for college admission and financial aid
Career exploration and coaching
Help applying for and keeping a job
Life skills training, including managing finances
Personalized counseling
Student mentors

If you would like to learn more about
the Great Expectations Program at
VHCC, please contact:
Criss Golden
Great Expectations Coach
(276) 739-2558
cgolden@vhcc.edu
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Great Expectations students who meet academic
benchmarks each year are rewarded with cultural
enrichment trips that are designed to be fun learning
experiences. In addition to these trips, which recently
have taken students to Atlanta and Orlando, students
each semester travel to Richmond to meet other program
participants from Virginia’s community colleges. Each
of these opportunities allow students to experience life
outside of Southwest Virginia.
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